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HONORING PASTOR SHAWN KUMM,
GUEST CHAPLAIN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentlewoman from Wyo-
ming (Mrs. LUMMIS) is recognized for 1
minute.

There was no objection.

Mrs. LUMMIS. I rise in honor of to-
day’s guest chaplain, Pastor Shawn
Kumm. He is joining us from Laramie,
Wyoming, where he has served the con-
gregation at the Zion Evangelical Lu-
theran Church for 13 years.

Originally from Iowa, Pastor Kumm
settled in Wyoming in 1996. He has held
two offices in the Wyoming District of
the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod,
first as secretary to the board of direc-
tors, followed by his nomination in 2003
to vice president of the synod, a posi-
tion which he currently holds.

Pastor Kumm and his wife, Barbie,
have two children, his son, Nickoli, and
his daughter, Alexandra, who joins him
here today.

Pastor Kumm has provided invalu-
able help to the members of his church
and my constituency. I thank him for
his positive impact, leadership, and
service to the community and wish him
the best as his congregation continues
to grow with God’s blessing.

I also want to acknowledge Rep-
resentative JEFF FORTENBERRY, who
joins me here today, and Pastor
Kumm’s parents, who reside in Rep-
resentative FORTENBERRY’s district.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 further re-
quests for 1-minute speeches from each
side of the aisle.

——————

WMATA TRAGEDY

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, on
Monday evening, as millions of Ameri-
cans were making their daily commute
home, tragedy struck in our Nation’s
Capital. The collision outside of the
Fort Totten station in Northeast
Washington, the worst in the 33-year
history of Washington’s Metro system,
claimed the lives of nine people and
left more than 80 injured.

Among those lost were Ana
Fernandez of Hyattsville and Cameron
Williams of Takoma Park from my
State of Maryland. My heart and my
thoughts, as I know all the Members’
thoughts, are with the loved ones as
well as all of those suffering the sudden
loss caused by this tragedy.

Those include the family and friends
of train operator, Jeanice McMillan,
and passengers, Lavonda King, Mary
Doolittle, Veronica Dubose, Dennis
Hawkins and Ann Wherley and her hus-
band, Major General David F. Wherley,
Jr. Let me also extend my gratitude to
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the first responders and medical profes-
sionals whose work at the scene was so
critical in preventing further trage-
dies.

While the cause of this accident is
unknown at this time, we do know this:
The safety of our citizens is our high-
est priority, and we must take every
precaution to make sure this loss of
life does not occur again.

In the very near future, I will be join-
ing with my colleagues from the region
in introducing the final measure re-
quired to authorize $3 billion in dedi-
cated Federal and local funding for
Metro. Millions and millions of tour-
ists from throughout this Nation ride
on this system as well as tens of thou-
sands of the employees who work for
this country.

We received formal notice from the
Governors of Maryland and Virginia
and the Mayor of the District of Co-
lumbia that the jurisdictions had
amended the WMATA Compact to en-
able such funding just last week, and I
hope we can move quickly to pass this
legislation critical to meeting Metro’s
capital and maintenance needs. We
don’t know that that was the cause,
but certainly it is a consideration.

Hundreds of thousands of people rely
on Washington’s Metro system every
day, from the Federal employees who
keep our Government running to the
visitors from every corner of the coun-
try who come to our Nation’s Capital.
Let it be our tribute to those we mourn
today to ensure America’s subway is
safe for all who use it.

I know my colleagues join me in ex-
pressing our sympathy and prayers to
all those who were struck by tragedy
the other night.

“WE ARE OUT OF MONEY”

(Mr. KIRK asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KIRK. Madam Speaker, our Gov-
ernment will attempt to borrow $104
billion just this week, a world record.
As Congress accelerates spending,
Treasury has borrowed $560 billion in
January, $707 billion in February, $750
billion in March, $665 billion in April,
and $773 billion in May.

To cover increased borrowing, the
Fed 1is now electronically printing
money to cover our debts. Their
records show they have printed $152.7
billion to cover our mounting debts.

We are quickly running out of other
people’s money. Printing dollars elec-
tronically will accelerate inflation
next year.

Remember, inflation is the enemy of
senior citizens on a fixed income.
President Obama was right when he
said, “We are out of money.”” Our poli-
cies here in the Congress should reflect
that sober assessment.
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CARBON OFFSETS WILL BENEFIT
POLLUTERS

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KUCINICH. Science tells us we
must begin to reduce global greenhouse
gas emissions in the next 5 to 10 years.
But according to an analysis by offsets
expert and Stanford law professor Mi-
chael Wara, it is possible that we could
see no reduction of CO, emissions until
the year 2040 because of offsets and un-
limited banking of allowances in the
new energy and environment bill.

The bill allows 2 billion tons of car-
bon dioxide a year, roughly equivalent
to 30 percent of all U.S. greenhouse gas
emissions. Supporters of the bill point
out that coal use will increase by 2020
because electric utilities will continue
to use dirty coal, the prime source of
pollution.

With 2 billion tons of offsets per year,
we are told that electric utilities will
reduce carbon emissions at places
other than their generating plants so
they really don’t have to actually de-
crease their emissions, and coal-fired
CO, emissions will increase through
2025. No wonder there are 26 active coal
plant applications. Increased CO, emis-
sions will be our gift to the next gen-
eration? Apparently the planet is not
melting. With this bill, it is just get-
ting better—for polluters.

———
O 1015

REFORM HEALTH CARE THE
RIGHT WAY

(Mr. FLEMING asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FLEMING. Madam Speaker, from
today, the ABC network will be known
as the ‘“All Barack Channel’” due to un-
precedented propaganda for the Presi-
dent’s health plan.

Democrats and Republicans agree
that our health care system needs re-
forming, and we essentially agree on
how, with one very important excep-
tion: a government-run plan is not the
solution.

Our current Medicare system is a mi-
crocosm of what the proposed public
plan would look like. Medicare is
propped up by the privately insured as
it is, and is still on a course for bank-
ruptcy within 10 years.

Our President says he can make a
government-run system lower cost.
Then why hasn’t anybody been able to
do that with Medicare in 50 years? Cre-
ating a public option like Medicare will
progressively increase private insur-
ance costs due to cost shifting and
eventually drive private insurers out of
business. Besides the damage it would
do to the private sector, the govern-
ment does not have the money to pay
the $1.6 trillion price tag.

As a physician, I say we need to re-
form, bring down costs, and increase
access to private insurance. We do not
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